Rotary Instillation of New Members

WELCOME

The Owatonna Rotary Club Early Edition would like to welcome and install _____________ to our club today.  

The Owatonna Rotary Club was founded 4 years ago, spinning off of from the Owatonna Noon Club.  Rotary has a long tradition of community and international and we wish to become, the Premier Service Club of Steele County.

Definition of Rotary

How do you describe the organization called “Rotary”?    There are so many characteristics of a Rotary Club as well as the activities of a million Rotarians.  There are the features of service, internationality, fellowship, classifications of each vocation, development of goodwill and world understanding, the emphasis of high ethical standards, concern for other people and many more.

In 1976 the following was presented to the Rotary International Board of Directors as the definition of Rotary:  


“Rotary is an organization of business and professional persons united world wide who provide humanitarian service, encourage high ethical standards in all vocations and help build goodwill and peace in the world.”

Rotary’s Wheel Emblem

Every Rotarian is given a lapel pin with the Rotary wheel emblem.  This emblem was adapted in 1923 as the exclusive emblem of Rotarians.  The gear wheel consists of 24 cogs and six spokes.  A group of engineers advised that the gear wheel was mechanically unsound and would not work without a “keyway” in the center of the gear to attach it to a power shaft.  So, in 1923 the keyway was added and the design which we now know was formally adopted as the official Rotary International Emblem.

OBJECT OF ROTARY

In some areas of the world weekly Rotary Club meetings begin with all members standing and reciting the Object of Rotary.  This statement, which comes from the Constitution of Rotary, is frequently seen on a wall plaque in Rotarians’ offices or places of business.


The Object of Rotary is “to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise.”  The statement then lists four areas by which this “ideal of service” is fostered:  through the development of acquaintance as the opportunity for service; the promotion of high ethical standards in business and professions; through service in one’s personal, business and community life; and the advancement of international understanding, goodwill and peace.

ROTARY MOTTO
The 1989 Council on Legislation established “Service Above Self” as the principal motto of Rotary, since it best explains the philosophy of unselfish volunteer service.

THE 4-WAY TEST
One of the most widely printed and quoted statements of business ethics in the world is the Rotary “4-Way Test.”  It was created by Rotarian Herbert J. Taylor in 1932 when he was asked to take charge of the Chicago-based Club Aluminum Company, which was facing bankruptcy.  Taylor looked for a way to save the struggling company mired in depression-caused financial difficulties.  He drew up a 24-word code of ethics for all employees to follow in their business and professional lives.  The 4-Way Test became the guide for sales, production, advertising and all relations with dealers and customers, and the survival of the company was credited to this simple philosophy.

Herb Taylor became the president of Rotary International during 1954-55.  The 4-Way Test was adopted by Rotary in 1943 and has been translated into more than 100 languages and published in thousands of ways.  The message should be known and followed by all Rotarians.  You can see the banner and we recited it at the beginning of our meeting.

The constitutional rules merely emphasize that Rotary is a participatory organization that highly values regular attendance.  When a member is absent the entire club loses the personal association with that member.  Being present at club meetings is considered a vital part of the operation and success of every Rotary club.

PAUL HARRIS FELLOWS

As a new member, you will be introduced to the concept of being a sustaining Rotary Foundation contributor.  (Paul Harris was the founder and organizer of the first Rotary Club in Chicago in 1905).

The distinctive Paul Harris Fellow medallion, lapel pin and attractive certificate have become highly respected symbols of a substantial financial commitment to the Rotary Foundation by Rotarians and friends around the world.

Paul Harris Fellow recognition provides a very important incentive for the continuing support needed to underwrite the many programs of the Rotary Foundation that build goodwill and understanding in the world.

POLIO PLUS
I would like to mention one of the largest projects Rotary International has undertaken.  PolioPlus is Rotary’s massive effort to eradicate poliomyelitis from the world by 2005.  It was launched in 1985 with the goal of raising 120 million to immunize the developing world’s children against polio for 5 years.  By 1988 220 million had been raised, and by 2005 Rotarian’s contributions to the global polio-eradication effort will approach 425 million.  Of even greater significance has been the huge volunteer army mobilized by Rotary International. Hundreds of thousands of volunteers at the local level are providing support at clinics or mobilizing their communities for immunization or polio-eradication activities.

As a result of efforts of Rotary International and its partners, the World Health Organization, UNICEF, national governments and others, more than one billion children have received oral polio vaccine and are protected from poliomyelitis.  In 1994 Rotary helped celebrate the elimination of polio from the Western Hemisphere.  The Western Pacific is on its way to being certified as polio free, and efforts are now focused on Africa, the Middle East and south Asia.

No other nongovernmental organization has ever made a commitment of the scale of PolioPlus.  It may be considered the greatest humanitarian service the world has ever seen. Every Rotarian can share the pride of that achievement.

Conclusion

Wear your Rotary pin with pride, put the Rotary 4-Way test up on the wall in your office.  Speak highly of Rotary, because it is the sum total of all of the talent, inspiration and perspiration of thousands of individuals similar to yourself. You were selected for Rotary, you were chosen to be here.  You are Rotary and Rotary is you.  Go now, and think of some of your friends and business acquaintances that need Rotary as much as we need them.  Tell them about Rotary and propose them for membership.
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