Recognition of Paul Harris Fellow

(Rotary title & name of donor)

It is an honour and a privilege for me to salute you today as a (new/multiple) “Paul Harris Fellow”, in recognition of your generous donation of US$1,000 to the Rotary Foundation of Rotary International.

The Rotary Foundation is a not-for-profit corporation, which supports the international efforts of Rotary International to achieve world understanding and peace through various humanitarian, educational and cultural exchange programs. 

These programs improve the quality of life of recipients, primarily those in developing countries, by providing health care, clean water, food, education and other essential needs, which many of us often take for granted.

The status “Paul Harris Fellow” is so named in honour of the memory of the Chicago lawyer who founded Rotary in 1905.

In Owatonna, the amount of US$1,000 could get you the latest model digital camera or an elegant watch or perhaps dinner for 12 friends at a top French restaurant. 

However your unselfish generosity in contributing US$1,000 to the Rotary Foundation can instead provide:

a) Total support for 4 children in an orphanage in Thailand for 12 months or

b) Cataract and glaucoma surgery for 100 patients at a Rotary International eye camp in India or

c) Polio vaccines for 2,000 children in China.

I sincerely hope that your observance of Rotary's motto "Service Above Self" will inspire other members of our club to follow suit.

It is now my pleasure to present you with 3 small tokens of appreciation from the Rotary Foundation, in recognition of your generous contribution: A lapel pin, a medallion and a certificate, all which identify you as a (new/multiple) "Paul Harris Fellow".

I now ask our members to remain seated while joining me in congratulating you and thanking again for your contribution.

